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Gun Violence 

On average, there’s one mass shooting a day in the U.S., where somebody, almost always a citizen, 

shoots at least 4 people.543  At least once a month now, it’s at a school, and children are murdered. 544   

In many U.S. cities, there is an average of a gun murder a day.  Gun violence is epidemic in the U.S.  

Since John Lennon was shot, December 8, 1980, more U.S. people have been killed by guns in the U.S. 

than U.S. people have been killed in all U.S. wars, combined, ever, anywhere in the world.545   

In an average year in the U.S., 115,000 people are shot - accidentally, in murders, assaults, suicide 

attempts or by police.  Of 34,000 who die, 12,000 are murders, 21,000 are suicides, 550 are accidents, 

500 are killed by police, and 300 die with unknown intention.  Of 81,000 who survive, 60,000 are 

attacks, 4,000 are failed suicides, 16,000 are shot unintentionally, and 950 people are shot by police.546  

In 2017, 39,773 people were killed by guns, the increase mostly due to increasing epidemic suicides.547  

That’s 3,314 a month, 110 a day, so many that most aren’t even newsworthy any more. 

In an average year in the U.S., 17,000 children or teens are shot in murders, assaults, suicide attempts, 

unintentional shootings, or by cops.  3,000 die - 1,600 murdered, 900 suicides, 100 killed unintentionally, 

30 killed by police and 30 with unknown intention.  14,000 survive - 11,000 of them injured in attacks, 

200 shot in suicide attempts, 2,700 shot unintentionally, and 65 shot by cops.  1 in 3 U.S. homes with 

kids have guns.  1.7 million children live in homes with unlocked, loaded guns.548  In 2017 in the U.S., 

more kids were shot dead than on-duty police officers plus active duty military,549 while the U.S. had 7 

wars going, military presence or activity in at least 140 countries, and arrested and incarcerated the 

highest numbers and percentages of people of any nation.550   

In 5 years and 3 months, from the December 2012 Sandy Hook elementary school mass shooting, when 

20-year-old Adam Lanza shot and killed 20 first-graders and 6 adults with an AR-15 assault rifle, through 

March 2018, more than 7,000 kids died by gunfire in the U.S., more than the 6,950 U.S. soldiers killed in 

combat since the War on Terror began, 9/11/01.551  U.S. Government doesn’t track school shootings,552  

but the U.S. had 93 school shootings in 2018, 2.6 per week, of 36 weeks kids are in school in the U.S.553   

Starting with 1999’s Columbine, Colorado mass school shooting, at least 187,000 students attending at 

least 193 U.S. primary or secondary schools have experienced a shooting at school during school hours.  

That’s more children exposed to gunfire in places they go to school than the population of Eugene, Ore. 

or Fort Lauderdale, Fla.  Many are never the same.  Traumatized, it changes and harms them forever.   

The epidemic of U.S. gun violence, on average, leaves about one child bleeding or dead every hour.  

Thousands of U.S. schools conduct active-shooter drills, in which children, as young as four years old, 

hide from pretend murderers in dark closets and bathrooms.  Death by gun is now the 3rd-leading cause 

of children’s deaths in the U.S., while we glorify gun violence in our entertainments.554 

There are 12,000 gun homicides a year in the U.S., 1,000 a month.555  Death by gun in the U.S. is as 

common as death by car crash.  In France it’s as common as death by hypothermia, in England death by 

farm machinery, in Norway by accidental strangulation, and in Japan by getting struck by lightning.556   

At least 6,875 people in the U.S. were fatally shot by romantic partners from 2006 to 2014, 80% women.  

554 U.S. women are fatally shot by a current or former romantic partner each year, one every 16 hours.  

Intimate partners also use guns to threaten and intimidate.  An estimated 4.5 million U.S. women have 

been bullied or threatened by an intimate partner with a gun, a behavior called “coercive control.”557 
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Some blame gun violence on foreign terrorists.  U.S. people are twice as likely get killed by a U.S. toddler 

with a gun than by foreign terrorists,558 420 times more likely to be killed by a U.S. person with a gun or 

automobile than by a foreign terrorist anywhere.559  White U.S. people are our biggest terror threat.560 

The gun lobby is the U.S. is powerful and relentless, like greater military industrial complex lobbies.  

Keep profits high by keeping the bullets flying!  Gun sellers don’t bear any costs for the lives and 

productivity their wares destroy.  They have no incentive to stop gun violence.  Quite the opposite.  

More gun violence is good for business.  63% of U.S. gun owners say one of the primary reasons they 

own a firearm is for protection against other people.561  We need guns, because we have guns? 

In 2016, the gun industry was responsible for some $51 billion (4% of FADS) in direct and indirect 

economic activity across the U.S., employing 300,000 people.562  We spent $17 billion (1.5% of FADS) 

just on ammunition while Obama was president.563  In 2016, U.S. manufacturers produced 4,720,075 

pistols, 4,239,335 rifles, 856,291 revolvers, 848,617 shotguns and 833,123 miscellaneous firearms, 

totaling 11,497,441 guns, and we imported 3,287,842 handguns, 632,105 rifles and 572,309 shotguns, 

totaling 4,492,256 guns.564  That’s 16 million guns sold, not counting those sold between individuals.  

There are 50,000 more gun shops than McDonald's restaurants in the U.S.565 

Millions of guns are sold in the U.S. every year, “no questions asked”.  41% of U.S. people think federal 

law requires criminal background checks on all gun sales, including between private parties.  The 1993 

Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act only requires background checks for sales by licensed dealers.566  

40% of guns are acquired in the U.S. without a Brady background check.567   

The power of the firearm business lobby, especially as exercised by the National Rifle Association (NRA), 

prevents meaningful change in U.S. gun laws and associated harms.  Currently, arms and their sales are 

viewed as protected under the Constitution’s 2nd Amendment, though people with guns have little real 

power against their military, with 10 times the budget of the next 10 largest militaries in the world.568  

Many U.S. citizens are amped up about protecting those gun rights.  At an NRA rally, the U.S. recently 

pulled out of the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty, to prevent illicit arms transfers that fuel destructive conflicts, 

making it harder to conduct weapon sales in violation of arms embargoes, signed by 130 countries.569 

There are 347 million guns in the U.S., one for every man, woman and child.570  600,000 guns a year are 

stolen in the U.S., one per minute.571  U.S. people own nearly half (49%) of the 650 million civilian-

owned guns in the world, far more guns per capita than any other nation.  With less than 5% of the 

world population, the U.S. has 31% of global mass shooters.572  Living in a home with a gun greatly 

increases odds of premature death.573  We don’t even ban military assault rifles for the mentally ill.574 575 

Some people in other countries are afraid to come to the U.S.  Is that perception of personal risk fair?  

The U.S. is in the top 10 most dangerous countries for women.576  We position and sell ourselves in the 

global community as a model of morality, ethics, good governance, peace, democracy and human rights.  

What does it do to its standing in the global community to host such shocking gun violence?  U.S. gun 

violence is a huge problem, a symptom of social brokenness that creates great fear, loss and suffering. 

It’s common sense that this gun violence epidemic has to stop, right?  Change!  Try to change gun laws!  

If you have a gun, secure it safely and learn how to use it safely!  If you have and don’t really need a gun, 

destroy it!  If you don’t have a gun and don’t really need one, don’t get one!  Try to reduce and help 

sufferers of despair, unfairness and wrongs that lead to the bad feelings that incite violent reactions!   
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